
On October 3, 2007, leaders and practitioners in the field of
adoptive and foster parent recruitment and training convened 
in Washington, D.C. and delivered this message to Congress,
states, and the administration:

WHEREAS there is widespread consensus across the political spectrum in Congress, the states,
and the administration that the foster care financing system is broken and must be reformed
now, and that the child welfare system should provide more fully for the crucial neglected
strategy of adoptive and foster parent recruitment, training, and support;

WHEREAS in 2005 there were 513,000 children in foster care in the United States who have
been in foster care for an average of 2 years, 5 months; there were 114,000 children waiting to
be adopted who have been in foster care for an average of 3 years, 6 months; and a record
24,407 children aged out of foster care without being placed with a loving, permanent family;

WHEREAS children have a right to grow up in a family;

WHEREAS the current federal foster care financing system creates incentives for states to keep
children in foster care, rather than provide other services that safely enable families to rehabilitate
and stay together or that move children more quickly into safe, loving, adoptive families;

WHEREAS 22 percent of children in state care are waiting to be adopted, yet states spend only
1.3 percent of available federal funds on adoptive and foster parent recruitment and training;

WHEREAS there is enough love, and there are enough families, in America to provide adoptive
and foster parents for all children in foster care. There are 57.5 million married-couple
households in this country – 500 for each child waiting to be adopted – and countless singles
who could provide loving families. There are also three places of worship for each child waiting
to be adopted and all of America’s major faiths exhort their believers to care for children in need
of families;

WHEREAS the signers of this statement and participants in the Families for All National
Parent Recruitment Summit represent a growing field of inspired programs that provide
successful models for adoptive and foster parent recruitment and training; and

WHEREAS America’s child welfare service providers should never give up on children in foster
care waiting to be adopted and should persevere with hope and urgency to provide these children
a loving, permanent family to nurture, protect, and guide them;

THEREFORE, states must utilize more of the federal child welfare resources available to them 
for adoptive and foster parent recruitment, training, and support so that more children in foster
care waiting to be adopted find the loving, permanent families that they need and deserve; and

The United States Congress must reform the federal foster care financing system now to ensure
that states have the flexibility to provide the full array of services for children, including adoptive
and foster parent recruitment, training, and support.

SIGNED:

Antioch Adoptions
Tammie Snyder, Executive Director

The Barker Foundation
Marilyn Regier, Executive Director

Center for Family Finding and Youth Connectedness
Kevin Campbell, Founder/Director

Children At Heart Ministries
Donald Forrester, Vice President

Children’s Home Society of America
Bob Brandt, CEO

Children’s Home Society of West Virginia
Dennis Sutton, CEO

Christian Alliance for Orphans
Paul Pennington, Chairman

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption
Rita Soronen, Executive Director

Sharen Ford

FosterClub, The National Network for Young People 
in Foster Care 
Celeste Bodner, Executive Director

Harmony Adoptions
Pam Wolf, Executive Director

Homes for Black Children
Linda Lipscomb, Resource Program Director

National Center for Adoption Law and Policy
Angela Upchurch, Academic Director

National Council For Adoption
Thomas Atwood, President and CEO

National Foster Parent Association
Karen Jorgenson, Executive Director

North American Council on Adoptable Children
Joe Kroll, Executive Director

One Church One Child 
Fr. George Clements, Founder

Pennsylvania State Foster Parent Association
Garry Krentz, President

Project 1.27
Christopher Padbury, Executive Director

Public Children Services Association of Ohio
Crystal Ward Allen, Executive Director

Jayne Schooler, Author/Independent Consultant

“Small Town, Big Miracle”
Bishop W. C. and Donna Martin

University of Texas at Arlington
Joan Rycraft, Associate Dean, School of Social Work

4KIDS of South Florida, Inc.
Thomas Lukasik, Executive Director

The Families for All National Parent Recruitment Summit
hosted by the National Council For Adoption with generous support 

from the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Freddie Mac Foundation
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